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them; and after the surrender of the Wang Jingwei Group, Japan continued to consolidate and ex-
pand more demands beyond the “Twenty-one Demands” for the aggression against China through
the signing of the “Secret Agreement between Japan and Wang Jingwei” and the Sino-Japanese
Treaty”. “Twenty-one Demands” was not only one of the causes” for Japan to launch the 15-year
war of aggression against China, but also a crucial part of its aggression policy, it came to an end

with Japan’s defeat and surrender.

7. Construction and Practical Functions of National Defense Fortifications in Hangzhou
Bay During the War of Resistance against Japan

-+eoeee.o« Yuan Chengyi Pan Dongqing(81)

Since the “January 28™ Incident” in 1932, the National Government gradually had the con-
cept of national defense construction around the capital Nanjing. Considering the future possibili-
ty of Japanese army launching the landing operations on both the northern and southern bank of
the Hangzhou Bay, between 1933 to 1936, the National Government first built the defense fortifi-
cations of Zhapu and Ganpu on the northern bank of Hangzhou Bay, and then a small number of
infantry fortifications in Zhenhai and Chuanshan and other places on its southern bank, thus
forming the “Zhapu-Ganpu-Ningbo Coastal Position” along the coast of Hangzhou Bay to prevent
the enemy from landing. Meanwhile, Zhenhai Fortress was also relocated to the southern bank to
block the enemy. In early November 1937, to reverse the predicament of the battle in Shanghai,
the Japanese army avoided the defense fortifications of Zhapu and Ganpu built by the National
Government before the war, and landed easily near Jinshanwei on the northern bank of Hangzhou
Bay, resulting in the fact that the fortifications built before the war on the northern bank failed to
play its role as expected; in the following years, the Japanese army repeatedly bombarded places
like Zhenhai fortress on the southern bank and attempted to land several times. It was not until
April 1941 that the Japanese army finally realized the purpose of landing. Therefore, in terms of
the resistance against the Japanese landing operations, Zhenhai Fortress on the southern bank of

Hangzhou Bay still played a certain role in blocking the enemy.

8. The Robbery of the Northeast Customs after the September 18th Incident and the Na-

tional Government’s Response -+« oovvveeeeinniiii e Li Ning(94)
Customs is an administrative organ set up at ports by the state to manage inbound and out-
bound goods, personnel and means of transport, to collect customs duties and handle related af-
fairs. Its independence is an important manifestation of state sovereignty. In the Qing Dynasty,
by means of those unequal treaties, the western powers relied on the Foreign-controlled Taxation
and Tariff System to turn China’s customs into an “international government organization”. Since
its founding, National Government in Nanjing strengthened the management and control of the
administrative power in the customs, but still retained the foreign-controlled taxation and tariff
system. After the September 18th Incident, the Japanese side took steps such as intimidation by
force, plundering taxes, encroaching on customs offices as well as “taking over” in the name of
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